[Cerebral infarction and myocardial infarction due to cisplatin-containing chemotherapy].
A 33-year-old man was treated for a testicular non-seminoma carcinoma with three different chemotherapeutic agents: bleomycin, etoposide en cisplatin (BEP). During the second course of BEP he experienced two cerebral infarctions and a myocardial infarction at almost the same time. A CT-scan of the brain revealed a subcortical infarction in the left hemisphere. Angiography of the head and neck arteries revealed an almost completely thrombotic left carotid artery. ECG recordings showed signs of transmural ischaemia of the heart and an echocardiogram demonstrated irreversible myocardial damage. The time interval between the chemotherapy and the complications suggests a cisplatin-related cause (such adverse effects are unknown with bleomycin or etoposide). Cisplatin toxicity can give rise to serious vascular complications for which several factors appear to be responsible, such as an increased thrombogenicity and vascular spasm due to hypomagnesaemia.